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How Tamil Nadu changed after 1967

The focus on increased representation of other classes in jobs brought diversity in the administration

S. Narayan

After 1967, as changes swept
through Tamil Nadu following
the election of the first regional
party government in the State,
S. Narayan had a ringside view,
first as a student and later as a
part of the State administration.
Before stints at the Centre,
including being Economic
Adviser to Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in 2003-04, Mr.
Narayan spent two decades in
Tamil Nadu. “I saw ideology
being translated into policies,
programmes, and their delivery.
I do not think such a change
happened elsewhere in India,”
he writes in his new book, The
Dravidian Years: Politics and
Welfare in Tamil Nadu,
explaining why he wanted to
chronicle what happened. An
excerpt:

Annadurai passed away in
1969 and M. Karunanidhi
became Chief Minister. The
Cabinet consisted of ideologues
of the erstwhile anti-Hindi, anti-
Delhi movements as well as
young, educated, and articulate
persons keen to show that the
government could do as well, if
not better, than earlier
governments for development.
The policies between 1969 and
1976 were a mix of these ideas.

There was strategic use of
state patronage, and the use of
local party cadres in
administration. As a young
officer, I witnessed
representations from the public
spearheaded by local party
functionaries. This was a
change. Earlier, I used to meet
Panchayat Union Chairmen
accompanied by their officers on
matters pertaining to

development. Now, there were
district and local party
functionaries bringing
representations on the
availability of irrigation, water,
foodgrains, or the functioning of
schools. Suddenly, we had to
deal with representations from
the party, rather than from the
hierarchy. Upwardly mobile
interest groups emerged,
seeking the support of the party
now in power. Initially, they
pointed out public grievances for
redressal, short-circuiting the
established channels of
administration, and, over the
years, these have grown into
assertive demands from the
district administration.
Representations from party
cadres in administration are now
the norm rather than an
exception. While this serves to
articulate public demands and
grievances, it constrains the
administration into looking at
things only from a particular
point of view.

Changes based on caste

There was focus on increased
representation of other classes
in jobs and in the party cadre.
Data from the Tamil Nadu Public
Service Commission indicates
that between 1960 and 1980,
the caste composition of those
entering government service
changed considerably, with a
substantially greater proportion
coming from the backward
classes. Action for government
recruitment from the backward,
most backward, and Dalit castes
ensured that the structure of the
bureaucracy underwent a
change. Several of the new
personnel were from non-urban
areas and could understand

village-level conditions. The new
dispensation was more in tune
with the expectations and
aspirations of the party in power.

In administration, at the level
of the lower rung of police and
revenue authorities, the
representation of Dalits and
other backward classes was
more marked. The mere
introduction of recruitment
based on numerical strengths of
the communities in society
ensured that forward caste
representation in new
appointments went down
drastically, while opportunities
for backward castes and for
Scheduled Castes and Tribes
increased significantly. The
proportion of Brahmins recruited
into government jobs became
smaller in tune with their
proportion in the population. As
a result, the number of entrants
into government jobs became
much more representative of the
diversity of classes and castes in
the population. This was a very
significant change. On the one
hand, it brought to fruition the
proportional representation that
EVR [E.V. Ramasamy] had
aspired to right from the days of
the Kanchipuram Congress in
1925. At the same time, it
brought into government people
from different backgrounds and
aspirations as well as from small
towns and rural areas, who were
more in tune with the
sentiments of the Dravidian
parties, as were the students of
Madras in my time. This was,
and continues to be, a very
important step forward in
ensuring social balance in State
administration and is
instrumental in delivering the

social welfare and social benefit
services in succeeding
administrations. The class
composition of government
service today is totally different
from what it was when I joined
service in 1965, and is definitely
more representative of the
diversity of groups in Tamil
Nadu.

There was greater reliance on
the district administration and
on District Collectors. Collectors
were the implementing arms of
government policies at the
district level, and the continuity
from colonial days ensured that
the administration remained
committed to this. Senior
members of the service at the
Secretariat level were people
who had worked under colonial
rule, and the systems and
processes that continued were a
reflection of those standards. I
remember that during my
probation at the training
academy in Mussoorie, multiple
sessions were devoted to the
importance of the role of the
District Collector in ensuring
coherent administration and
planned development based on
policies laid down hierarchically.

Influence of cadres

In Tamil Nadu, the situation
changed after 1967. The DMK
was a party that had emerged
from a mass movement. It was
important for them to, while in
power, listen to and satisfy the
expectations of the people. The
DMK was also a disciplined
organisation in which district
secretaries had direct access to
the top leaders. The district
secretaries started interacting
with District Collectors directly
on matters pertaining to day-to-

day administration. The post of
District Collector became a
powerful and coveted one.
There were seasoned collectors
like S.P. Ambrose, who had been
at the helm of several districts,
and was in Coimbatore in 1967.
Ambrose initially found the
change of having to deal with
the new MLAs difficult, and
mentioned several cases of
attempts by newly elected
politicians to take the law and
administration in their own
hands. He said that he had the
support of the Ministers from
the district, and the Chief
Minister.

Gradually, this
changed, especially after 1971
when the DMK came back to
power with an overwhelming
majority and the party cadres
had more influence. The
Collectors and the party district
secretary became the most
powerful arms of the State
administration in the districts.
There was naturally a trend
towards State patronage in
postings and the politicisation of
administrative cadres. Senior
members of the civil services
retired in these years or were
deputed to the Central
government in senior positions,
and the changes in State
bureaucracy at the field level
were quite palpable. This was
true for the subsequent AIADMK
regime as well.

https://www.thehind
u.com/opinion/op-ed/how-
tamil-nadu-changed-after-
1967/article24489089.ece
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Govt's plan for PSUs to procure from Dalit SMEs fails to take off

P Vaidyanathan Iyer

In 2017-18, Central PSUs
bought Rs 543.86 crore worth
goods and services from SC/ST
enterprises, accounting for just
0.46% of their total
procurement of Rs 1,16,837.27
crore.

The government's
ambitious plan to get Central
PSUs to make 4% of their
procurement from Dalit
enterprises has not made much
headway over the last six years.

In 2017-18, Central PSUs
bought Rs 543.86 crore worth
goods and services from SC/ST
enterprises, accounting for just
0.46% of their total
procurement of Rs 1,16,837.27
crore. Five years ago, in 2012-
13, SC/ST enterprises sold
goods and services valued Rs
419.93 crore, or 0.5% of the
total procurement of Rs
85,155.18 crore by Central PSUs
then.

The 'Public Procurement
Order for Micro and Small
Enterprises Order, 2012', issued
by the UPA-II government on
March 23, 2012, required
Central PSUs to procure 20% of
their annual value of goods
produced and services rendered
from MSMEs. A sub-target of
4% (20% of 20%) was

earmarked for procurement
from MSMEs owned by SC/ST
entrepreneurs. The
procurement goal of 20% from
MSMEs was made mandatory
from April 1, 2015. Those not
meeting this were required to
provide reasons to a review

Central PSUs in 2017-18, the
share of SC/ST MSMEs was less
than even 0.5%.

“The government did
increase transparency by asking
Central PSUs to not only make
public their annual procurement
targets, but also post the list of

required. Consistent follow up is
required,” said an industry
executive.

While the total number of
MSMEs that benefited from the
procurement policy during 2017-
18 stood at 86,671, only 2,235
belonged to the disadvantaged

Rs 80.16 crore against a target
of Rs 472.53 crore from SC/ST
entrepreneurs and oil PSUs
procured Rs 335.34 crore worth
goods and services against a
targetofRs 2,110.17 crore).
The public procurement
order of 2012 was part of the

committee set up by the all goods purchased from and communities (SCsand STs). UPA-II government's overall
FALLING SHORT
Procurement 2017-18 2016-17 2015-16 2014-15 2013-14 2012-13
From all MSMEs 26,545.17 24,469.51 18,246.15 15,300.57 12,425.89 12.886.08
(22.72%) (17.96%) (13.53%) (11.61%) (15.06%) (15.31%)
SC/ST MSMEs 543.86 328.76 99.37 59.37 80.45 149.93
(0.46%) (0.24%) (0.07%) (0.05%) (0.1%) (0.5%)
Total 116,837.27 136,281.50 134,848.14 131,766.86 82,535.55 |[84,155.18
ministry. services rendered by MSMEs and Six PSUs (BEL, BHEL, BPCL, ‘affirmative action' policy. While

Information obtained from
the Office of the Development
Commissioner, Micro Small and
Medium Enterprises, under the
Right To Information Act and
from the Ministry of MSME
website shows that Central
PSUs' purchase of products and
services from MSMEs and from
SC/ST MSMEs dipped sharply in
the first year (2014-15) of the
NDA government, and rose in
the subsequent years. While
MSMEs accounted for almost
23% of the total procurement by

SC/ST enterprises on separate
websites,” a government official
told The Indian Express.
However, data obtained
from the MSME ministry shows
that of the total 330 PSUs
administered by 37 ministries in
2017-18, 233 did not report their
annual/monthly procurement
targets from MSMEs and SC/ST
enterprises or the services and
goods procured from the
MSMEs. “This suggests that less
than a third of the Central PSUs
were providing information as

ECGC Ltd, HPCL and National
Small Industries Corporation
Ltd) procured from more than
50% of all SC/ST MSMEs that
benefited from the procurement
policy.

In value terms, of the total
Rs 543.86 crore procured from
SC/ST MSMEs, the PSUs under
the Defence and Petroleum and
Natural Gas ministries
accounted for four-fifths of the
purchases. But even these PSUs
were far short of their annual
target (defence PSUs procured

this order forced ministries and
government departments to
prevail upon PSUs to buy more
from MSMEs and Dalit
enterprises, the Prime Minister's
Office separately monitored the
private sector's affirmative
action plan in meetings with
industry chambers CII, Ficci and
Assocham.
https://indianexpress.com/
article/india/govts-plan-for-
psus-to-procure-from-dalit-
smes-fails-to-take-off-
5270498/ %%k
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Facebook Patriotism

Whenever I look at
Facebook, Whatsapp,
Twitter etc., a situation of
Mahabharata continues on
patriotism. In this debate,
some the useless people
pass their time and also patt
their back for serving the
nation. For past few months,
I have been reviewing the
social media of the world and
other countries trying to see
whether their nationalists
are also on Facebook. It was
discovered that in India only
millions of patriots have born
on Facebook to show their
patriotism. Some of their
remarks are positive from all
sides, but the use of foul
words or language do spread
negativity. Not only the
Facebookians, but the courts
and the political leaders also
keep joining this war. Are we
showing patriotism or any
other devotion with the
words ? Some have
patriotism naturally from
inside, but patriotism is
enhanced by education,
justice, tolerance and
cooperation and not by
imposing it forcefully. If such
competition continues to
increase the patriotism, then
the result will eventually be
unfavorable.

Patriotism, Love or
Affection never strengthens
by forcing someone. To
understand this we take
example of parents and their

children, where none of
them shout out their love to
each other. If they do that,
then it should be understood
that there is some weakness
in the relationship. Love is a
situation that is expressed
less in words and more in
behavior. People may show
more love and sympathy to
influence an outsider but the
may be disliked them from
inside. In this game of
patriotism by words, the
media is not far behind.
There is hardly much
publicity and exposure in any
other country in the world.
Say for example, if the flag in
India is accidentally crooked
or fallen, then it becomes a
situation of Mahabharata
and the same is shown as an
insults to the nation.
According to this, in seconds
it is judged as either
patriotism or insult, is it so
weak? The courts also
played their game by making
it mandatory to play the
national anthem in cinema
halls and then later there
was a change in this
decision. If a person does
not stand for the national
anthem does then he has
become an anti-national,
and if a terrorist is standing
and singing the national
anthem on the louds, then
has he become a patriot? For
example, if we look at the
United States of America,

they use the flag not only as
an apparel but also in many
other ways. They even sit on
mats depicting their flags in
the parks, they have never
made any nuisance? Unity
and national sentiment are
worth observing there that
whenever there is any attack
on America or any other
problem, then there is only
one voice, and the
Facebookian Patriots are
seen no where.

These Facebookian
Patriots shall be given the
work to do something for
those for whom they are
raising voice on the social
media. If some
discrimination is happening
in the society and these
facebookians do nothing on
the spot, then at least they
should condemn it on social
media. There are many
places in the country where
the Dalit procession can not
be obtained, shouldn't these
social media activists create
a Mahabharat on that issue
on social media. The one
who is being discriminated,
what shall he be thinking
towards the society and the
nation? He is also a ciizen of
this nation and how must he
be feeling discriminated? If
the dog of an upper caste ate
bread from hands of a Dalit,
then the dog was thrown out
of the house. When a Dalit
wore a shoe similar to a

Rajput, he was beaten up,
there is also continuous
discrimination with women
then why do these patriots
remain silent? People do not
have shelter, food or clothes,
then will that person first
think of patriotism or battle
for his basic necessities?
Don't these patriots of words
see that there are people
who have nothing to eat and
they should do something for
them. Till now the Dalits are
untouchable, many still carry
the shit on their heads, doing
something progressive for
than also can strengthen our
roots of patriotism. What do
these Facebookian patriots
know about discrimination or
insult? When Gandhi Ji was
removed from the first class
train carriage to the third
class one, he felt so insulted
that he took the pledge to
overthrow the British from
India. Itis so great that those
who are treated as
untochabes or who clean
other's shit are serving the
nation like other citizens
without any rebel.
Patriotism is an
attitude or a thought which
can be seen more in behavior
than in words. This is a
situation in which the feeling
is more and expression is
low. Sometimes such people
become more patriots who
are involved in theft,
corruption or black

marketing. In a country
where there is a
discrimination and no means
to live, then the first priority
of such person will be
towards food and honor
only. when Gandhi Ji was
removed from the first class
train carriage to the third
class one, he felt so insulted
that he took the pledge to
overthrow the British from
India. If these Facebookian
patriots can be a part of their
pain and suffering who have
suffered such discrimination
then why do they start using
foul language on social
media and degrade the
feeling of patriotism. These
Facebookian patriots who
claim themselves to be
patriots by using felthy
words or common
expression are the one who
are causing the most
damage to the nation and
the feeling of patriotism.
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